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BOSTON, 



MAY, 1897. 




I F all the beneficent measures of Presi- 
'dent Grant's Administration, such as 
5 the measures of reconstruction, of 
^ amendments to the Constitution, of fin- 
ance, of improvement of the working class- 
es, of the just treatment of the Indians, of 
the elevation of the Freed men, of the pro- 
motion of education, and of the concessions 
he compelled foreign powers to make, yet in 
the interests of universal peace, in the ulti- 
mate recognition of the brotherhood of na- 
tions, and in the advancement of Christian 
civilization in the earth, Grant esteemed 
the treaty of Washington as the crowning 
glory of his Administration, not to be esti- 
mated by millions of dollars. But it was 
his hope and prophecy that all international 
disputes would some day be adjusted by 
peaceful arbitration, and "nations shall 
learn war no more." He was wont to say 
to me : (t I have a dream that fills me with 
hope and peace, that the time will come 
when there will be a Supreme Court of the 
world, with its chief justice and associate 
justices before whose bar nations shall 
stand for the adjudication of those interna- 
tional questions which are now settled by 
the sword on the field of carnage." And 
when that good day comes, over that Su- 
preme Tribunal will be Grant's immortal 
words, " Let us have peace." 

Bishop Newman, in the Independent. 
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CONSTITUTION 



OF THE 



American Peace Society. 



Article I. This Society shall be designated the 
Pa ace SociETr." 



* American 



Art. II. This Society, being founded on the principle that all 
war is contrary to the spirit of the gospel, shall have for its object 
to illustrate the inconsistency of war with Christianity, to show 
its baleful influence on all the great interests of mankind, and to 
devise means for insuring universal and permanent peace. 

Art. III. Persons of every Christian denomination desirous of 
promoting peace on earth, and good- will towards men, may be- 
come members of this Society. 

Art. IV. Every annual subscriber of two dollars shall be a 
member of this Society. 

Art. V. The payment of twenty dollars at one time shall con- 
stitute any person a Life-member. 

Art. YI. The chairman of each corresponding committee, the 
officers and delegates of every auxiliary contributing to the funds 
of this Society, and every minister of the gospel who preaches 
once a year on the subject of peace, and takes up a collection in 
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behalf of the cause, shall be entitled to the privileges of regular 
members. 

Akt. VII. All contributors shall be entitled within the year to 
one-half the amount of their contributions in the publications of 
the Society. 

Art. VIII. The Officers of this Society shall be a President, 
Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, an Auditor and a 
Board of Directors, consisting of not less than twenty members of 
the Society, including the President, Secretary and Treasurer, 
who shall be ex-officio members of the Board. All Officers shall 
hold their offices until their successors are appointed, and the 
Board of Directors shall have power to fill vacancies in any office 
of the Society. There shall be an Executive Committee of seven, 
consisting of the President, Secretary and five Directors to be 
chosen by the Board, which Committee shall, subject to the 
Board of Directors, have the entire control of the executive and 
financial affairs of the Society. Meetings of the Board of Direc- 
tors or of the Executive Committee may be called by the President, 
the Secretary or two members of such body. The Society or the 
Board of Directors may invite persons of well known legal ability 
to act as Honorary Counsel. 

Art. IX. .The Society shall hold an annual meeting at such 
time and place as the Board oi Directors may appoint, to receive 
their own and the Treasurer's report, to choose officers, and 
transact such other business as may come before them. 

Art. X. The object of this Society shall never be changed; 
but the constitution may in other respects be altered, on recom- 
mendation of the Executive Committee, or of any ten members of 
the Society, by a vote of three-fourths of the members present 
at any regular meeting. 
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THE ARBITRATION TREATY. 

Senator Davis, Chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, has finally succeeded in getting the Senate to fix 
May 5th as the date on which the vote on the arbitration 
treaty is to be taken. As this number of the Advocate 
will be printed before that time, we cannot now announce 
the result, which is considered still in doubt. A list of 
thirty-two senators has been made, all of whom it is sup- 
posed will vote against the treaty even as amended. If 
these senators vote as it is predicted that they will, that 
will be the end of the present treaty. But it will not be 
the end of the subject. The people of the two countries 
have set their hearts on having such a treaty, and if this 
one is voted down, the protest against the course of the 
senators who kill it will be loud and long, and in a com- 
paratively short time a new treaty will be negotiated on 
as strong or even stronger lines than the present one. 



There are different opinions as to what the treaty will 
be worth if ratified in its amended form, which it must be 
now if ratified at all, for it must be voted on in its present 
shape. In England the nearly universal opinion is that 
the value of the treaty is absolutely destroyed by the 
amendments. The hands of the State Department, it is 
said, would be tied by it, so that the course heretofore 
pursued in arranging for the arbitration of disputes would 
be impossible. As the consent of two-thirds of the 
Senate, which has now largely degenerated into a school 
of endless debate, would be required to submit any ques- 
tion, it is supposed that thereby the whole course of arbi- 
tration would be effectually blocked. This view is also 
taken by many of the friends of arbitration in this coun- 
try and they declare that they do not care if the treaty, 
in its present shape, is voted down. This view has much 
truth in it, but it is overdrawn. There is no doubt, how- 
ever, that if the Senate continues its present rule of un- 
limited debate, a few obstructionists, even half a dozen, 
would be able to render arbitration under the treaty prac- 
tically impossible. But the Senate is already discussing 
the question of changing its rule, and it is certainly 
possible that our civilization may be able yet to slough 
off the contingent of " honorable men/' " all honorable 
men," whose irrational opposition to this treaty has been 
so disgusting and humiliating to the great body of our 
citizens. 

But there is another view which has quite as much point 
as this. If the treaty is ratified in its amended form, the 
two governments will have thereby officially adopted, 
severally and jointly, the principle of arbitration as the 
proper method of settling their controversies. They will 
also have adopted with it a system for the practical carry- 
ing out of the principle as disputes arise. This will be 
unquestionably an advance of great value to the cause of 
arbitration. It is not at all likely that under the agree- 
ment the power given to the Senate would be used, save 
in exceptional cases, to defeat the end at which the treaty 
aims. In the case of all ordinary questions, such as have 
been most usually arbitrated between governments, the 
matter of obtaining the consent of the Senate would be a 



